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RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION IN 140 METROPOLITAN AREAS 


HE year 1948 is well on its way to setting a record for nonfarm residential 
[ construction, Last year saw the largest number of units started (849,000*) 

Since 1926. Reports on the first four months of 1948 show that this year is 
running over 25 per cent ahead of 1947 and, if the present rate continues, over one 
million units will be started this year, The record year was 1925, when 937,000 
units were put under construction, The dollar value of residential construction during 
the first four months of 1948 shows a 60 per cent increase over residential construc- 
tion for the similar period in 1947, Of the total number of construction workers on 


the job in April 1948, about 40 per cent (720,000) were employed on nonfarm residen- 
tial construction work, 


As can be seen by the following table, each month of 1948 has shown a substan- 
tial increase in new dwelling units over the corresponding month of 1947, and since 


& February the increases have been growing larger. 





Jan, Feb, Mar. Apr. Total 
1948 starts 50,000 47,000 70,000 90,000 257,000 
1947 starts 39 ,300* 42,800* 96,000* 67,100*  205,200* 
Increase over 1947 10,700 4,200 14,000 22,900 21,800 
% increase 27.2 9.8 25.0 34.2 25.2 
*Revised figures, 
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® CITIES WHERE FIRST QUARTER OF 1948 





Private residential building in all metropolitan areas of 
the United States as defined by the 1940 Census is charted 
on the following pages. The 140 areas include all areas in 
which the central city has a population of more than 50,000. 


In each city all suburbs, incorporated and unincor- 
porated, have been contacted, and in all except fourteen 
it has been possible to include practically all of the sub- 
urbs within the metropolitan area, For example, the New 
York City figure includes the building in 305 suburban com- 
munities; Philadelphia, 154; Pittsburgh, 157; Chicago, 99; 
and Detroit, 65. In all, more than 2200 communities are 
represented on these charts. 


The Bureau of Labor Statistics in Washington has col- 
laborated to the fullest extent in furnishing figures it has 
accumulated on various communities. These have been 
brought up to date by direct correspondence with the 
individual cities and towns. 


On the charts the figures are expressed as the number 
of new family units provided per 10,000 families in each 
metropolitan area, In this computation, a single-family 
dwelling counts one, a two-family dwelling counts two, and a 
twenty-four family apartment counts twenty-four. All 
Federally subsidized slum clearance and war housing 
projects have been excluded; however, buildings privately 
built and financed with government loans are included on 
the charts. 


The blue italicized numerals on each chart give the 
number of private new family accommodations built in the 
last three months for which figures are available; these are 
actual figures and are not adjusted for the number of fami- 
lies. The red italicized numerals give the corresponding 
figures for the corresponding period of a year ago, 


It should be noticed that separate averages (medians) 
have been used for four groupings of metropolitan areas, 
The average number of new family accommodations built 
per month per 10,000 families is shown from 1920 to the 
present for metropolitan areas having from 50,000 to 
200,000 people (the dashed red line); for areas having from 
200,000 to 500,000 people (the beaded red line); for areas 
having from 500,000 to 1,000,000 people (the solid red line); 
and for those areas having a population of over 1,000,000 
(the dotted red line). Eighty areas fall into the first cate- 
gory; thirty-eight into the second; and eleven each into the 
third and fourth. 


On each area chart is shown in red the national average 
for areas in its grouping in contrast to the blue line, which 
shows the figures for the specific area. The averages used 
on the area charts are medians, A median average is found 
by arranging the data in order of size and selecting the 
amount at the midpoint. Because a median average thus 
eliminates the influence of the two extremes, it gives a very 
good picture of the typical area in each group. 


On the chart on page 169 we have also shown national 
averages for each of the groupings of metropolitan areas - 
(1) 50,000 to 200,000 population; (2) 200,000 to 500,000 
population; (3) 500,000 to 1,000,000 population; and (4) 1,- 
000,000 population and over, These averages should more 
properly be called arithmetic means, An arithmetic mean 
is obtained by adding the amounts of all the items and then 
dividing by the number of items. It will be noticed that the 
arithmetic mean, being influenced by areas with a greatly 
accelerated rate of new building, is above the median aver- 
age of each of the groupings, The arithmetic means are 
given for each grouping in order that a comparison of new 
building on a volume basis may be made. 


CHANGES IN VOLUME OF RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION 


ae 
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LEGEND ™._ 


RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION IS BELOW 
FIRST QUARTER OF 1947 


© CITIES WHERE LAST QUARTER OF 1948 
RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION IS ABOVE 
FIRST QUARTER OF 1947 


NO CHANGE IN FIRST QUARTER 1948 
FROM FIRST QUARTER OF 1947 
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10,000 FAMILIES 
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NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATION 


COPYRIGHT 1948 BY ROY 
AKRON 
THIS QUARTER- 256 


SAME QTR. /947- /83 
Metro. Area 349,705 


ALBANY 
THIS QUARTER- 80 


SAME QTR. /947- 25 
.Metro.Area 431,575 


3.5 


ALLENTOWN, BETHLEHEM, 
THIS QUARTER- 108 EASTON 


SAME QTR. 1947-73 
Metro Area 325,142 


ALTOONA 
THIS QUARTER- 10 


SAME QTR. /947-/ 
Metro Area 114,094 


AMARILLO 


THIS QUARTER- 495 


SAME OTR. /947- /64 
Pop. Metro.Area 53,463 


PER 10.000 FAMILIES 


NZLICK & CO. 
ASHEVILLE 
THIS QUARTER- 33 


SAME QTR. /947- 6/ 
Metro. Area 


ATLANTA 
THIS QUARTER- 354 


SAME QTR. /947-40/ 
Metro.Area 442,294 


ATLANTIC CITY 


THIS QUARTER- 87 


SAME QTR. /947- 6/ 
Metro. Area 096 


AUGUSTA 
THIS QUARTER- 68 


QTR. /947- /08 
Area 87,809 


AUSTIN 


THIS QUARTER - 762 


SAME OTR. /947 - 439 
Pop. Metro. Area 106,193 


101.8 
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NUMBER OF NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS BUILT PER MONTH PER 
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NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
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10.000 FAMILIES 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NUMBER OF NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS BUILT PER MONTH PER 



































































































































NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
COPYRIGHT i948 BY ROY WENZLICK & co. 
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NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
COPYRIGHT 1948 BY ROY WENZLICK & CO. 
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NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


COPYRIGHT 1948 BY ROY WENZLICK & CO. 


FORT WAYNE GRAND RAPIDS 
THIS QUARTER- 77 THIS QUARTER- 294 
SAME QTR. /947- 1/69 SAME QTR. /947- 195 


Metro. Area (34,385 Metro.Area 209,873 


70 


FORT WORTH |— GREENSBORO 


THIS QUARTER -646 THIS QUARTER ~-/7/ 
SAME QTR. 1/947 - 843 —— SAME QTR. (947 -/54 
Pop. Metro. Area 207,677 Pop. Metro. Area 73,055 


FRESNO | HAMILTON, MIDDLETOWN 


THIS QUARTER- 244 THIS QUARTER - 1/6 
SAME QTR. 1/947 - 209 SAME QTR. (947-57 
Metro Area 97,504 Metro. Area 112,686 


GALVESTON ''TTHARRISBURG 


THIS QUARTER -226 THIS QUARTER- 293 
SAME QTR. 1947 -74 ! ! SAME OTR. 1947-135 
Pop. Metro. Area 71,677 seeeee Metro. Area 173,367 


HARTFORD 


THIS QUARTER- 442 
SAME QTR. 1947-247 
Metro. Area 502,193 
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COPYRIGHT Plas BY ROY WENZLICK & CO. 
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NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


COPYRIGHT 1948 BY ROY WENZLICK & CO. 
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